
there is always the chance of the unexpected glitch 
and boy did our glitch click in with a vengeance! 
None of us had given any thought to the fact that a 
rather exciting blaze at an oil terminal near Hemel 
Hempstead, some 99.54 miles away (approximately) 
might cause huge black clouds to appear over the 
Western Solent - but we should have - because they 
did! No matter how good a camera is, black oily 
clouds present the ultimate challenge! 
 Never mind, being stalwart Brits, the show had 
to go on so we gritted our teeth and headed out to 
take a look at just what you get in a � ve metre RIB. 
� e original intention was to put the boats head to 
head but on re� ection as each one had huge merits of 
its own, it was di�  cult to come out with one winner 
as, to be frank, each one had plenty of virtues and 
each proved to be a winner from one perspective or 
another. In other words - there proved to be no dogs!      

ROBERT AVIS TESTS A CROSS-SECTION OF 5 METRE RIBS...

Boat Test
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rom time to time we have been criticised 
for spending too much of our report space 
on huge, glitzy, bird-pulling, sleek, racing 

machines and not enough space on the sort of RIBs 
that real Jonnies like you and I buy. So to try to 
redress the balance, this month we have got together 
� ve, 5 metre RIBs from destinations as far apart as 
Yeovil, Blaby in Leicestershire, Portugal, South Africa 
and the Ukraine! 
 � e logistics of getting � ve boats to the same 
place on the same day close to Christmas with a 
guarantee that the sun would be out and that the sea-
state would be tenable are a potential nightmare�  
but just before the festivities it all looked good. � e 
forecast was for sunshine in the Solent, the � ve 
manufacturers were put on standby and the executive 
decision was made that it was go, go, go. No matter 
how much planning goes into a venture such as this, 
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VALIANT DR-520 SPECIFICATION

Length overall:	 17� 7�	 5.20 m
Internal length:	 12� 11�	 3.94 m
External Beam:	 7� 1�	 2.16 m
Internal beam:	 3� 7�	 1.10 m
Weight without engine:	 818 lb	 371 kg
Carrying capacity:	 9 people / 1,150 kg
Fuel Tank:	 16 gallons	 73 litres
Sponson material:	 Akron TPE 
Sponson diameter:	 19�	 48 cm
Chambers:	 4 + 1
Minimum recommended power:	 40hp
Maximum approved power: 	 100hp
CE Category: 	 �C�

 TECHNICAL DATA IMPERIAL METRIC

 FEATURES
Anchor locker
Bow locker
Bow cleat
Deck drain plug
Double rubbing strake
External lifelines
Hull drain socket

Internal lifelines
Lifting handles
Mooring eye
Safety relief valves
Stern towing eyes
Tube reinforcements
Integral fuel tank

 PRICES (incl VAT)
Price (as tested)	 £15,695 incl. VAT	 With Mariner 75 hp ELPT/4 		
			   4-stroke outboard and trailer
Price (from)	  £6,499 incl. VAT	 Without engine

 OPTIONS (as �tted)
Air pump
Centre console
Electric bilge pump
Fuel gauge
Telescopic paddles

Repair kit
Stainless steel �A� frame
Steering compass
Hydraulic steering

Over the years I must have looked a dozen di�erent 
Valiants and whilst you could argue that they don�t 
rate principally in the �particularly sexy� stakes, they 
are tough, substantial and great value. For those who 
are nervous about polyurethane rather than Hypalon 
tubes, you only have to look around to see just how 
many Valiants are still on the water a�er years and 
years of service to put that little myth to one side.
	 �is 520 with its 75 hp four-stroke Mariner took 
o� like a rocket with two, I have to admit, pretty  
he�y adults aboard and was planing in just over three 
and a half seconds which was the second fastest of 
the �ve boats on test. Its top speed of 33 knots made 
it the fastest of the �ve and with a noise level under 
90dB at full chat was creditable and, although there 
was not much of a sea state to comment upon, I have 
been in this model before when there was a bit more 
of a lop when it remained dry and comfortable.

SPEED 
TESTS

Mariner 75hp
ELPT / 4 4-stroke petrol
Sea State: 0.0-0.25 metres
From forward gear engaged to planing: 
3.55 secs (with two adults on board)

ENGINE SPEED	 IMPERIAL	 NAUTICAL	  NOISE

These speeds were taken using a Garmin 12 channel GPS 
measuring two (or more) equal and opposite runs

1,000 rpm	 3.5 mph	 3.0 knots	 62.7 dB
2,000 rpm	 6.8 mph	 5.9 knots	 76.5 dB
3,000 rpm	 17.2 mph	 14.9 knots	 83.2 dB
4,000 rpm 	 25.2 mph	 21.9 knots	 85.3 dB
5,000 rpm	 34.5 mph	 30.0 knots	 87.8 dB
5,800 rpm (max) 	 38.0 mph	 33.0 knots	 87.4 dB

�e layout consists of an integral 
moulded hull and deck with a good 
size anchor locker forward which could 
easily double up as a seat. Just forward 
of the centre, a dual jockey seat is in just 
the right place for a comfortable ride 
and there�s clear deck space behind the 
seat for plenty of clobber. �e helm is 
protected with a small screen and there�s 
room for instruments on either side of 
the wheel as well as the engine gauges on 
the upper part of the console.
	 As a safety boat, it is substantially 
built with reinforcement pads on the 
top edges of the tubes and internal 
and external safety lines as well as six 
grab handles and a jam-cleat on the 
prow. At the stern, a simple double �A� 
frame provides a mounting for radio 
aerial and navigation lights etc. and all 
the connecting cables for the engine 
disappear neatly down two elephants� 
trunks into the bowels of the boat well 
out of the way.
	 A substantial and well constructed 
boat which should withstand the test of 
time without problems.  

DEALER
RIBS MARINE
LITTLE AVON MARINA, STONY LANE SOUTH, 
CHRISTCHURCH, DORSET, BH23 1HW
T: 01202 477327
F: 01202 471456
E: enquiries@ribsmarine.co.uk
W: www.ribsmarine.co.uk 

UK & IRELAND DISTRIBUTOR
IBS BOATS INTERNATIONAL LTD.
63 CUTLERS ROAD, SALTCOATS 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SOUTH WOODHAM 
FERRERS, ESSEX, CM3 5WA
T: 01245 323211
F: 01245 328833
E: info@ibs-boats.com
W: www.valiant-boats.com 

MANUFACTURER
VALIANT
PO BOX 38, 4924-909 VILA NOVA CERVEIRA, 
PORTUGAL
T: +351 251 708060
F: +351 251 708069
E: valiant@valiant-boats.com
W: www.valiant-boats.com

VALIANT DR-520
5 x 5 METRE TEST
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SPEED 
TESTS

Evinrude E-Tec
75hp 2-stroke
Sea State: 0.0-0.25 metres
From forward gear engaged to planing: 
3.87 secs (with two adults on board)

ENGINE SPEED	 IMPERIAL	 NAUTICAL	  NOISE

These speeds were taken using a Garmin 12 channel GPS 
measuring two (or more) equal and opposite runs

1,000 rpm	 4.0 mph	 3.5 knots	 69.0 dB
2,000 rpm	 7.5 mph	 6.5 knots	 77.8 dB
3,000 rpm	 20.8 mph	 18.1 knots	 78.8 dB
4,000 rpm 	 30.7 mph	 26.7 knots	 81.5 dB
5,000 rpm (max)	 37.4 mph	 32.5 knots	 86.2 dB

Perhaps we might have expected that the Brig Eagle 
500 would be the outsider in this test. Being the one 
least well-known in British waters, how was it going 
to stand up to some serious competition? Well, in 
the event it held its head up high and proved to be 
far from an outsider. Although its origins are in the 
Ukraine, it has all the sexy looks of a typical Italian 
RIB with its white tubes, hard nose pad and square 
bow. 
	 �e hull and deck are moulded in GRP and 
the test boat was �tted with a shaped a� bench seat 
behind two individual side consoles. �is puts the 
steering position far a� in the boat on the starboard 
side with a similar passenger area to port. Between 
the consoles there is a walkway forward to more 
seats in front of the consoles and around the bow. 
All are �tted with seat cushions and have storage 
underneath. �e power was provided by an Evinrude 
E-tec 75hp 2-stroke outboard and planing speed 
was achieved in under four seconds even though all 
the passenger weight was about as far towards the 

BRIG EAGLE 500TC SPECIFICATION

Length overall:	 16� 4�	 5.00 m
Internal length:	 10� 10�	 3.30 m
External Beam:	 7� 7�	 2.30 m
Internal beam:	 4� 2�	 1.27 m
Weight without engine:	 937 lb	 425 kg
Carrying capacity:	 8 people / 1,000 kg
Fuel Tank:	 30 gallons	 136 litres
Sponson material:	 Hypalon 
Sponson diameter:	 20�	 50 cm
Chambers:	 5
Maximum recommended power:	 90hp
CE Category:	 �C�

 TECHNICAL DATA IMPERIAL METRIC

 FEATURES

 PRICES (incl VAT)
Price (as tested)	 £21,316 incl. VAT	 With Evinrude E-Tec 75 2-		
			   stroke outboard and trailer
Price (from)	 £16,842 incl. VAT	 With Evinrude E-Tec 60

This demonstrator is now available for immediate delivery at £17,500 
incl. VAT - contact StateSide Marine

 OPTIONS (as �tted)
Shower
Cover
Sundeck

Compass
Water tank
Hypalon tubes

DEALER
STATESIDE MARINE
UNIT 7 HUGHES BUSINESS PARK, 
WILVERLEY ROAD, SOMERFORD, 
CHRISTCHURCH, DORSET, BH23 3RU.
T: 01202 478461
E: info@statesidemarine.co.uk
W: www.statesidemarine.co.uk

SOLE UK DISTRIBUTOR
BOATING SPORTS LTD
UNIT 4, PARC HAFREN, LLANIDLOES, 
POWYS, SY18 6RB
T: 01686 414814
F: 01686 411377
W: www.brig-uk.com

stern as possible. Looking at the 
underwater area at the stern, the 
bottom of the hull is extended a� 
on either side of the engine which 
e�ectively gives additional li� and 
gets the boat on the plane more 
e�ciently overcoming what might 
otherwise prove to be a long 
hump to get over. In terms of top 
speed it did admirably achieving 
32.5 knots. 
	 Sitting right a� is reminiscent 
of driving an old sports car but 
the boat has all the handling 
characteristics of a modern 
Mini Cooper �S�! In terms of 
accommodation, the Brig has 
loads of seats and storage but the 
price re�ects that. A sexy looking 
boat ideal for family days out.  

BRIG EAGLE 500TC
5 x 5 METRE TEST

Under �oor 30gln fuel 
tank
Nav lights
Horn
Automatic bilge pump
Driver console with 

steering and fuel gauge
Battery box and ample 
storage lockers both 
fore and aft. 

Boat Test
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Now very well established in the British market, the 
Ribeye Playtime range o�ers three models of which 
the 5m test model is the smallest. Nevertheless 
against our line up it stood proud. Anyone who has 
any experience of RIB tubes will know that grey is the 
most practical colour on the surfaces which get the 
sun and the wear. However grey RIBs tend to look 
a bit utilitarian so by making the underside of the 
tube blue and the top grey, Ribeye have maintained 
the practicality but added a li� to the overall colour 
co-ordination and looks. �e hull and deck are 
white glass�bre and the boat is �tted with a tall 
but compact console capable of housing electronic 
gismos with a neat screen and well positioned hand-
hold around the top edge. Two individual jockey 
seats sit side by side behind the console and a full 

SPEED 
TESTS

Yamaha F80
BETL 80hp 4-stroke
Sea State: 0.0-0.25 metres
From forward gear engaged to planing: 
3.95 secs (with two adults on board)

ENGINE SPEED	 IMPERIAL	 NAUTICAL	  NOISE

These speeds were taken using a Garmin 12 channel GPS 
measuring two (or more) equal and opposite runs

1,000 rpm	 3.5 mph	 3.0 knots	 66.8 dB
2,000 rpm	 6.7 mph	 5.8 knots	 72.8 dB
3,000 rpm	 10.2 mph	 8.9 knots	 73.8 dB
4,000 rpm 	 23.1 mph	 20.1 knots	 82.9 dB
5,000 rpm	 31.3 mph	 27.2 knots	 80.6 dB
5,700 rpm (max) 	 35.9 mph	 31.2 knots	 86.1 dB

SUPPLIER
RIBEYE LTD
COLLINGWOOD ROAD, TOWNSTAL, 
DARTMOUTH, DEVON. TQ6 9JY 
T: 01803 832060 
F: 01803 839090
E: info@ribeye.co.uk
W: www.ribeye.co.uk

width bench seat extends across the stern in front of 
the moulded engine bay which includes a ski pole 
and �A� frame.
	 �is was the heaviest boat with its �ttings and 
fuel and it also had the largest engine (by 5hp) but 
despite the weight, it kept up well with the other 
boats and gave a smooth comfortable ride. It was 
very manoeuvrable and accelerated to planing within 
four very acceptable seconds. Noise levels were well 
within the range of the other boats despite being a 
larger engine. �e �as tested� price was towards the 
top end but you have to consider that this RIB had a 
plethora of pricey extras which were not matched by 
all the other boats so I guess it�s the old, old story, if 
you wants quality, you�ve got to pay for it.      

RIBEYE 5.0 PLAYTIME
5 x 5 METRE TEST
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RIBEYE 5.0 PLAYTIME SPECIFICATION

Length overall:	 16� 4�	 5.00 m
External Beam:	 7� 7�	 2.30 m
Internal beam:	 4� 6�	 1.36 m
Draught::	 20�	 0.5 m
Weight w/o engine or �ttings:	 838 lb	 380 kg
Fuel Tank:	 19.8 gallons	 90 litres
Sponson material:	 Hypatex 
Sponson diameter:	 18�	 46 cm
Chambers:	 5
CE Category:	 �C�
Maximum recommended power:	 80hp

 TECHNICAL DATA IMPERIAL METRIC

 FEATURES

 PRICES (incl VAT)
Price (as tested)	 £19,828 incl. VAT	 With Yamaha F80 BETL4-		
			   stroke outboard and trailer
Price (from)	 £9,869 incl. VAT	 Without engine

 OPTIONS (as �tted)
Two 1 man jockey seats
�A� Frame with nav. lights
3 individual back rests

Ski Pole
Navman7200 DSC/VHF radio 
Navman 5110 GPS navigator

Splashwell including 
drains, hull drain
Bow eye, 2 transom U 
bolts, 2 elephant trunks, 
anchor eye.
Non feedback steering
90 litre underdeck fuel 
tank 
Bow seat with cushion 
and locker beneath
Paddles, pump & repair 
kits, owner�s manual

Odyssey console with front seat 
Odyssey console without front seat
Swing back helm seat
Sculpted rear seat
Boarding ladder
A frame with navigation lights
Head rests for sculpted rear seat
Low rear seat
Bow sunbed
Bimini cover
Overall boat covers



Ribcra� provided the smallest 
boat in our test and with good 
reason. �is was the �rst outing 
for the boat chosen for the Honda 
RYA Youth RIB Championship 
2006. Ribcra� are to provide three 
identical RIBs with two ending up 
as prizes for the yacht clubs, RYA 
A�liated Organisations or RYA 
Training Centres represented by 
the lucky winners out of the 4,000 
expected entrants. 
	 Being at least 20cm shorter 
than the others might make a 
marginal di�erence to the ride 
but with only two thirds of the 
power (50hp) there was bound to 
be a di�erence in performance. 
But that is not what this boat all 
about. It�s been set up as a safety 

RIBCRAFT 4.8m SPECIFICATION

Length overall:	 15� 9�	 4.80 m
Internal length:	 12� 6�	 3.90 m
External Beam:	 6� 11�	 2.10 m
Internal beam:	 3� 11�	 1.20 m
Draught:	 1� 4�	 0.4 m
Weight without engine:	 463 lb	 210 kg
Fuel Tank:	 10 gallons	 45 litres
Sponson material:	 Hypalon 
Sponson diameter:	 18�	 45 cm
Chambers:	 5
Deadrise:	 22°
Maximum recommended power:	 75hp
Minimum recommended power:	 25hp
CE Category:	 �C�

 TECHNICAL DATA IMPERIAL METRIC

 FEATURES

 PRICES (incl VAT)
Price (as tested)	  £10,895 incl. VAT	 With Honda DF50 4-stroke 		
			   outboard and trailer
Price (from)	 £10,295 incl. VAT	 With Honda DF50 4-stroke 		
			   outboard and trailer

 OPTIONS (as �tted)
Two person jockey console upgrade

RIBCRAFT 4.8m
boat so it has a low console with two tandem jockey 
seats leaving space either side for rescued victims! In 
the bow the raised deck provides a good size anchor 
locker and the a� deck is clear to the transom apart 
from a removable fuel tank strapped down to its own 
special mounting.
	 �e ride was excellent and the high padded back 
rests added plenty of support. Planing was a bit of a 
struggle with two large adults on board but a�er 5.4 
seconds she was away and achieved over thirty knots 
at 6,000rpm which is a sound recommendation for 
the underwater design. Talking of sound, the Honda 
broke the 90dB mark at 6000 rpm so was the noisiest 
of all the engines tested. �is is no racing machine 
but it is substantially built for a speci�c purpose 
and you only have to see just how many rescue cra� 
and commercial RIBs have Ribcra� on the side to 
know that it�s a force to be reckoned with. �e price 
including a trailer and VAT at under £11,000 really 
does provide some great value. 

SPEED 
TESTS

Honda 
50hp 4-stroke
Sea State: 0.0-0.25 metres
From forward gear engaged to planing: 
5.4 secs (with two adults on board)

ENGINE SPEED	 IMPERIAL	 NAUTICAL	  NOISE

These speeds were taken using a Garmin 12 channel GPS 
measuring two (or more) equal and opposite runs

1,000 rpm	 4.0 mph	 3.5 knots	 66.1 dB
2,000 rpm	 6.0 mph	 5.2 knots	 71.5 dB
3,000 rpm	 7.8 mph	 6.8 knots	 75.8 dB
4,000 rpm 	 18.1 mph	 15.7 knots	 84.0 dB
5,000 rpm	 25.4 mph	 22.1 knots	 86.8 dB
6,000 rpm (max) 	 34.8 mph	 30.2 knots	 91.6 dB

MANUFACTURER
RIBCRAFT LTD
EDWARD CLOSE, HOUNDSTONE BUSINESS 
PARK, YEOVIL, SOMERSET, BA22 8RU
T: 01935 411846 
F: 01935 411870
E: sales@ribcraft.co.uk
W: www.ribcraft.co.uk

5 x 5 METRE TEST

Boat Test
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Single seat jockey console with
front access hatch
Heavy duty no feed back cable
steering with soft grip wheel
External lifelines, black looped
with �D� ring tube patches

Anchor locker with viking 
hatch & stainless deck cleat
Stainless steel transom 
mountedtowing eyes
Rule computerised bilge pump




